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Abstract 

The modern environmental advocacy emerged in the 1960s in response to highly 
visible examples of environmental degradation such as air and water pollution. 
extinctions of animals and plants, and major ecosystem disruptions caused by logging, 
mining, dam building and mechanized agriculture. More recently, advocacy has been 
extended to include global concerns related to the environmental impacts of expanding 
human populations, widespread poverty, global climate change and unprecedented 
losses of biodiversity. The worldwide impact of environmental advocacy groups 
has increased dramatically in the recent past because of Improved methods of 
communication, widespread media access and a large infusion of financial resources. 
For 15 years these groups have criticized specific sectors in aquaculture, but within the 
past 5 years they have begun to actively target aquaculture as a collective activity. 
The reasons for this shift in criticism range from legitimate identification of potential 
problems In aquaculture to fund-raising efforts by advocacy groups based on opinion 
polls of their memberships. Given these current trends, it appears that this criticism will 
not diminish in the future and has the potential to influence public opinion, consumer 
behaviour, and the activities of policymakers and regulatory agencies. Given these 
realities, it is incumbent upon those involved in aquaculture to gain an appreciation 
of the importance of responding sensibly to criticism. This includes developing an 
understanding of the relevant issues, communicating effectively with and through 
popular media, becoming familiar with the goals and tactics of advocacy groups, and 
increasing involvement in the formulation of policies and regulations as Individuals 
and representatives of groups. 
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