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A TRIPLOID SNAKE.-The occurrence of 
triploid individuals within normally diploid 
populations has been reported in a wide variety 
of vertebrates, although differential viability has 
been noted in the affected animals. Triploid 
mammals generally die in utero but triploidy 
can occur with less dire consequences in other 
vertebrates such as the domestic chicken, Gallus

gallus domesticus, in which an adult triploid has 
been described (Ohno et al., l 963). Gold and 
A vise ( M.76) reported spontaneous triploidy in 
a cyprinid fish, and within the sa!monids (a group 
characterized by ancestral tetraploidization) 
adult triploids of rainbow trout, Oncorhynchus 
myhiss, have been reported (Cuellar and Uyeno, 
1972; Thorgaard and Gall, 1979). 

Populations of allotriploids that reproduce by 








